
TURNBULL PLAN TO INCREASE ICONIC HYDRO SCHEME’S OUTPUT BY HALF 

Snowy fix for power crisis
DAVID CROWE
ROSIE LEWIS

The nation’s iconic Snowy Moun-
tains power scheme will be “turbo-
charged” with a 50 per cent
increase in capacity to guarantee
more electricity for households
and employers, as Malcolm Turn-
bull moves today to invest $2 bil-
lion to ensure energy security.

The Prime Minister will unveil
plans to build a “Snowy 2.0” to
power the equivalent of 500,000
homes and meet demand in peak
periods across the eastern states, in
the first extension of the vast
hydro-electric scheme since the
1970s. The government aims to
create a new power station bigger
than most of the country’s existing
generators, including Victoria’s
Hazelwood coal-fired station,
while acting as emergency storage
for the entire electricity grid from
South Australia to Queensland.

As Mr Turnbull vows to use “all
of the powers that we have under
the Constitution” to fix the
nation’s energy crisis, he will
launch the first steps towards con-
structing new tunnels and turbines
in the Snowy. Today’s announce-
ment comes after the Prime Minis-
ter put gas producers on notice the
Coalition was prepared to impose
tough regulations on the sector
unless it ensured sufficient gas
flowed to the domestic market.
Securing a guarantee from energy
companies that gas would be avail-
able in times of peak energy
demand, the government also
ordered producers to increase how
much gas flowed to the domestic
market as a matter of urgency.

Mr Turnbull will claim today
that the 50 per cent expansion of
the Snowy “will make renewables

reliable” by providing storage for
intermittent wind and solar power,
releasing the electricity to the
market when needed. “This will
ultimately mean cheaper power
prices and more money in the
pockets of Australians ” Mr Turn-pockets of Australians,  Mr Turn-
bull will say, according to a draft of
today’s statement.

The government will present
the plan as an “electricity game-
changer” that will help prevent a
repeat of the outages in South
Australia and other states over the
summer, which have fuelled fears
of shortages from a lack of invest-
ment in new generators.

Built from 1949 to 1975, the
Snowy was the largest engineering
project ever undertaken in Austra-
lia, costing $820 million at the
time, a dollar value equivalent to

more than $6 billion today.
Around two thirds of the work-
force employed in the construc-
tion of the scheme were
immigrant workers from more
than 30 countries.

The scheme has nine power
stations along a network of dams

ernments given the utility is jointly
owned by the commonwealth,
NSW and Victoria.

Snowy Hydro chief executive
Paul Broad said the NSW town of
Cooma could return to its “hal-
cyon days” when the scheme was
under construction. He predicted

Continued on Page 4

producing 4100 megawatts of elec-
tricity at full capacity. Today’s pro-
posal will add 2000MW by using
the existing reservoirs to power
new turbines in a new network of
tunnels, without requiring an in-
crease in dam capacity or any
change to the water released for
environmental flows and irri-
gation.

The plans are backed by Snowy
Hydro, the operator of the current
scheme, but will need approval
from the NSW and Victorian gov-
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ANDREW TAYLOR

Snowy Hydro employees, from left, Evan Bayliss, Paul Smith and Tom Reed near Cooma yesterday. Inset, the floodgates of Jindabyne Dam open

Turnbull’s Snowy fix for power crisis
it would take about four years to
build and have a “big impact” on
the region, with “a lot more jobs” in
the construction phase. “I describe
it as being like the halcyon days of
building the Snowy when 100,000
people lived here. This place
boomed (with) the pubs and the
various forms of entertainment for
all the migrant workers,” he said.

Civil engineer Paul Smith, 26,
who started in the graduation
program with Snowy Hydro in
2015, said the opportunity to add to
the “legacy” of workers gone by
was “quite exciting”.

“We look after the assets, we
maintain them, but this is an

Continued from Page 1 opportunity to add our own bit to
the legacy,” Mr Smith said

y

His colleague Tom Reed, a 27-
year-old strategic engineer in
dam safety who is in his fourth
year with the Snowy, said they
were always looking to maximise
the scheme, but adding on a
“whole new section” was
remarkable.

The Prime Minister will today
announce a feasibility study to
map out the construction plan but
the early work by Snowy Hydro
suggests building three new tun-
nels between the existing Tantan-
gara and Talbingo reservoirs in
southern NSW.

While the distance between the
two reservoirs is only 9km, the

construction work would have to
extend for 27km to create the three
tunnels: one to send water through
the turbines, one to pump water
back to the higher dam and
another “surge tunnel” for
overflows.

The height difference between
Tantangara and Talbingo is 680
metres, ensuring water pressure
that can power the turbines. As
with the rest of the Snowy, the
electricity would be produced to
meet peak demand on the grid by
releasing water.

While some of the funding for
the scheme will come from the
Australian Renewable Energy
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Agency — a federal agency the
Coalition once tried to scrap — itCoalition once tried to scrap — it
could also be funded by Snowy
Hydro itself, with the utility pro-
ducing a financial return over
time.

Snowy Hydro would then buy
electricity or use its own at off-
peak periods to pump the water
back to the higher reservoir, in
effect “storing” the electricity for
when it is needed.

An existing part of the scheme
called T3 already produces about
2000MW at this part of the Snowy
and the new proposal has been
dubbed “T Zero” by engineers
because of its similarity to the ex-
isting turbines. The construction is
estimated to cost $2bn but the final
figure would depend upon the
feasibility plan.

The move comes as Mr
Turnbull faces increasing criticism
from Bill Shorten over rising
power prices caused by shortages
of gas for power stations, the
closure of older coal-fired stations
and the surge in demand during
peak periods such as heatwaves.

The Opposition Leader
labelled his opponent as “don’t
blame me” Turnbull yesterday as
the Prime Minister rebuked state
governments for not releasing
more domestic gas to keep
electricity supplies up and prices
down

“You’ve got to wonder why he
bothers being Prime Minister if he
keeps outsourcing the decisions
on everything to everyone else,”
Mr Shorten said. “It is not a defi-
nition of leadership.”

While today’s announcement
will only be the first step in the
Snowy project, it promises to
deliver 20 times the electricity

South Australian Premier Jay
Weatherill wants to generate from
a $150 million investment
announced on Tuesday in a
100MW battery storage system.

The South Australian battery
scheme could last about one hour
at full demand but the expansion
of the Snowy would generate
power for longer. The government
estimates it could provide
350,000MW/h over seven days.

The new capacity could be
included in the renewable energy
target helping to reach the goaltarget — helping to reach the goal
of generating 23.5 per cent of elec-
tricity from renewables by 2020 —
amid continued debate about the
renewables policy

Western Sydney Liberal MP
Craig Kelly yesterday repeated his
call for a “freeze” in the target but
made his comments on Sky News
before the government’s Snowy
announcement.

Mr Turnbull will paint the
proposal as a way to “keep the
lights on” in a way that comple-
ments wind and solar power with-
out hurting coal and gas.

‘This is an 
opportunity to add
our own bit to the
legacy’

TOM REED
SNOWY HYDRO STRATEGIC 
ENGINEER
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SNOWY SCHEME 2.0
Plan for extra 2000MW of renewable energy, adding to existing 4100MW

Use existing Tantangara reservoir as ‘head pond’ for new turbines
Build three new tunnels across 9km to existing Talbingo reservoir
Difference in height between reservoirs is 680 metres
Use water pressure to drive new turbines to produce electricity at peak periods
Pump water back to higher pond during off-peak periods
No change in the water released to river system for irrigation

HOW THE PLAN COULD WORK

Talbingo reservoir
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