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EXCLUSIVE: Sydney service to keep lights on for Vics

NOW THAT'S

KYLAR LOUSSIKIAN

SYDNEY’S power grid is
keeping the lights on for
Victoria — whose decision
to shut down a major coal-
fired power plant meant
even its famous Australian
Open was at risk of being
plunged into darkness if not
for NSW energy transfers.
The Daily Telegraph can
reveal electricity exports to

Victoria have risen a mass-
ive 2577 per cent this sum-
mer compared with one
year ago.

But the figures also serve
as a warning for NSW,
which is facing the closure
of AGL’s Liddell coal power
station in 2022.
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Proof we've got

power over Vics

NSW electricity keeps Melbourne lights on

KYLAR LOUSSIKIAN

NSW power stations kept the
lights on in Victoria over the
sweltering summer, includ-
ing during the Australian
Open when energy regula-
tors warned of rolling black-
out threats for our southern
neighbours.

With AGL announcing
plans to spend $200 million
to upgrade the massive Bays-
water Power Station in the
Hunter Valley, The Daily
Telegraph can reveal NSW
exported a whopping 2577
per cent more power to Vic-
toria between December and
the end of February com-
pared to last summer.

Overall electricity trans-
fers from Victoria to NSW
have fallen 80 per cent since
the shuttering of its major
coal-fired Hazelwood power
plant last March.

But the disastrous out-
come for Victoria, which
forced its Health Depart-

ment to warn hospitals to
double check emergency
generators just in case they
lost power during a heat-
wave, is a warning sign for
NSW, which is facing the
closure of AGL’s Liddell
power station in 2022.

The upgrade to Bayswa-
ter, which is expected to pro-
vide electricity for up to
100,000 houses by replacing
ageing turbines with new
equipment, is part of AGL’s
strategy to stave off a forecast
generation shortfall when
Liddell closes.

Energy Minister Don
Harwin said Sydney had “re-
mained in good shape” this
summer because of lessons
learned last year, when the
city was plunged into crisis
and families urged to go to
shopping centres and cine-
mas to save power at home.

“Exports of energy to Vic-
toria increased nearly 1000
per cent since Hazelwood
closed, and yet only last week
Labor was praising their ap-

proach to energy manage-
ment,” Mr Harwin said. “The
energy we send south of the
border helps Victoria and
even South Australia get
through the summer.”

Data held by the Austra-
lian Energy Market Opera-
tor, obtained by the
Telegraph, shows electricity
exports from Victoria fell
from 1.3 million Mwh be-
tween December 2016 and
February 2017 to just
279,000 Mwh for the
same period this
year. Those from
NSW to Victoria
rose from 17,000
Mwh to more than
466,000 Mwh.

The situation in
Victoria was so bad
that AEMO had to
twice activate its
emergency
reserves scheme, including
on January 19 in the middle
of the Australian Open in
Melbourne, which provides
payments to big energy users

if they agree to cut their
power use.

But Victorian Energy
Minister Lily D’Ambrosio hit
back, saying Mr Harwin had
ignored the fact that NSW al-
most plunged into darkness
last summer due to the fail-

ure of its coal generators.

“(NSW) was only
saved .. by elec-
tricity  generated
in Victoria,” she
said.  “Renewa-
bles are the key
to Victoria’s en-
ergy future, and
we won't be tak-
ing lectures from
the Liberals (on)

energy.”



01 Mar 2018
Daily Telegraph, Sydney ) Refihrie v

COUNCIL
Author: Kylar Loussikian « Section: General News ¢ Article Type: News Item
Audience : 232,067 « Page: 1 * Printed size: 774.00cm? « Market: NSW
Country: Australia « ASR: AUD 36,574 « words: 551 ¢ Item ID: 918869612

&isentia.mediaportal
Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence. Page 3 of 3

SHOCKTOTHESYSTEM #

:VIC
ST s,

QS NSW 7,
B 2%

Dec 0116 Dec 0117 Dec01'16 Dec 0117
-Feb26'17  -Feb2618 -Feb2617 -Feb26°18

219,101 466,580
‘ Megawatts Megawatts

—

Don
Harwin.



